Specificity of odorant-evoked inhibition in lobster olfactory receptor neurons.
Lobster olfactory receptor neurons, like those of many animals, use two modes of olfactory signaling, excitation and inhibition to code olfactory information. Inhibition appears to act through two distinct ionic mechanisms. Here we show that neither ionic mechanism is odor-specific, providing further support for the emerging understanding that there are no inhibitory odorants per se, but rather that the action of a particular odorant is inherent in the olfactory receptor cell on which an odorant acts.